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Suffering is, in the end, Godâ€™s invitation to trust him. â€œAs he did in his best-selling book,

Heaven, Randy Alcorn delves deep into a profound subject, and through compelling stories,

provocative questions and answers, and keen biblical understanding, he brings assurance and hope

to all.â€• â€“Publishers WeeklyÂ Every one of us will experience suffering. You may be in such a

time now. We see the presence of evil in the headlines every day.Â Â Â  It all raises questions about

Godâ€”Why would an all-good and all-powerful God create a world full of evil and suffering? How

can there be a God if suffering and evil exist?Â Atheists such as Richard Dawkins and even former

believers like Bart Ehrman answer the question simply: The existence of suffering and evil proves

there is no God.Â But in this illuminating book, best-selling author Randy Alcorn challenges the logic

of disbelief, and brings a fresh, hopeful, and thoroughly biblical insight to the issues these important

questions raise.Â Alcorn offers insights from his conversations with men and women whose lives

have been torn apart by suffering, and yet whose faith in God burns brighter than ever. He reveals

the big picture of who God is and what God is doing in the worldâ€”now and forever. And he shows

the beauty of Godâ€™s sovereigntyâ€”how it ultimately triumphs over suffering and evil in our lives

and the world around us.
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It seems a fair question, doesn't it? If God is truly good, as Christians insist, then how can there be

so much suffering in the world? Since ancient times this question has led skeptics to believe that



God cannot, must not, exist. Even today's so-called New Atheists show how little is really knew

when they use the existence of suffering and evil as a linchpin of their arguments against God's

existence. Quite simply, they say, if suffering and evil exist, then God must not. Yet though people

have wrestled with this question and allowed it to drive them from the faith, many more have

wrestled with it and have come to the conclusion that God does exist despite suffering. They have

found that suffering is God's invitation to trust in him and to hold out hope for a better world to

come.If God Is Good is the latest book from Randy Alcorn's who is probably best-known for his last

major release, Heaven, which has sold well over a half million copies in hardcover. From my

experience, Alcorn primarily writes three types of books: novels, very small books and very large

books. If God Is Good, like Heaven before it, fits squarely in the final category. Weighing in at 512

pages, this is a good-sized hardcover that offers a thorough examination and defense of faith in the

midst of suffering and evil.The topic Alcorn deals with in this book is a particularly difficult one.

Humility and practicality, trademarks of his ministry, are evident in the books earliest pages. "If I

thought I had no helpful perspectives on the problem, it would be pointless for me to write this book.

If I imagined I had all the answers neatly lined up, it would be pointless for you to read it.

In my ministry career there have been a handful of events that have occurred where I had to throw

out completely my lesson plans for the week and deal with the fears and questions each event

brought with them.After 9/11 I can remember sitting with the teens and college students in the class

room- all of us seemed shell shocked and confused. "How could this have happened?"After Katrina

ripped into New Orleans and the Gulf Coast I gathered with some students in the gym as we tried to

make sense of what we were witnessing on television. "What can we do?"After the Virginia Tech

massacre I struggled to help my students process through why something so senseless could have

happened. "Why?"Asking questions about evil and suffering when world events happen is one

thing. But how do you deal with pain and hurt and cancer and evil and suffering and death when

they strike closer to home?Many have wrestled with the question: "If God is good why does evil and

suffering happen?" As a minister I wrestle with find a resource out there that will help me walk

alongside someone as they struggle through personal pain, agony, and questions. Unfortunately,

finding the right resource has been next to impossible. There are just way too many mixed

messages out there.
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